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 A few important themes come together in "O Great Light" to 
highlight the glorious truth that God became a man. The first theme 
is, most obviously, the image of light. The theme of light begins in the 
creation story. In the ancient world, some of the most awe-inspiring 
images were the sun, moon and stars, the sources of light for the 
world. For this reason, ancients often worshipped these heavenly 
bodies. It was a challenge to the wisdom of the world when Moses 
wrote in Genesis 1 that light originally came from the mouth of God, 
not the sun, moon or stars. Light allows us to see. It gives a sense of 
safety. We fear the dark. Light brings safety, clarity and life. This light 
comes from God. The prophet Isaiah wrote, "The people walking in 
darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep 
darkness a light has dawned." In Matthew chapter 4, we are told that 
Jesus is this light. John 1 says that the light of God shown in the 
darkness when Christ was born. 

 As the son of "David," Jesus is the promised heir of the throne 
of Israel. The Bethlehem star over David's city marked with a sign in 
the sky the coming king. The heavenly bodies, worshipped by ancient 
peoples, are now bowing down to the king of heaven and earth. 

 The final key theme is the wonderful mystery of God dwelling 
with mankind and the juxtaposition of the human and divine. The 
name "Emmanuel" means "God with us" and comes from Isaiah 7:14, 
"Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will 
conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel." In the 
birth of Jesus, we see the glory of heaven and the humility of earth. 
"O Great Light" captures the glory of heaven with songs sung by 
heavenly choirs. "Glory in the highest!" is sung by an angelic choir at 



the birth of Jesus (Luke 2:14). "Holy, Holy, Holy" is sung by an angelic 
choir in the throne room of God (Isaiah 6:3). In the incarnation, the 
choir of heaven sings their songs in the fields of Israel. And the sight 
before that heavenly choir in the Jerusalem field was not the king on 
the throne, but a baby in a manger, "humble, meek and lowly. Born to 
give us life." 

 

 


