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 Many Advent and Christmas songs center on the theme of light 
shining into the darkness, thanks largely to Isaiah's prophecy, and the 
image typically employed is that of a star, like the Bethlehem star. 
However, "Rising Sun" points to a very different kind of light, a sunrise 
from Zechariah's prophecy in Luke 1. It is interesting to reflect on all 
of the differences between stars in the night sky and a sunrise as a 
source of light. Stars shine in the night; they do not end the night.  
They are merely a comfort and a promise during the night. The 
defining characteristic of night is darkness. Stars are small rebels in 
the night sky declaring that all is not darkness. The Bethlehem Star 
functioned as a promise of light coming. 

 However, sunrise is the arrival of the dawn. It is the end of night. 
The end of darkness.  At the arrival of God's Son on earth, the future 
promises of God started becoming present realities. Jesus could 
stand and say, "The kingdom of God is here." Rising Sun (Emmanuel) 
celebrates using past tense verbs what God has done in the sending 
of his Son. Notice the phrases "show the way" and "guide our way." 
This light changes the way we live now. It brings us into the light of a 
new life. A life where God is present with us. 

 The great tension for the Christian is that we live between the 
two great comings of Jesus. We can look back and say, "Jesus came!" 
So, he is with us now. Our lives are changed. We are in the light. 
However, the world around us is still darkness. In another sense, his 
second coming is still like a star in the night sky that promises a 
second dawn. A new day when what we taste in Christ now floods the 
entire earth. Rising Sun (Emmanuel) reminds us the glorious truth of 
the past, finished work of Christ and its present implications. We are 
people of the light. 


